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Abstract       This paper presents the main units at the local level whereby 
ONF (National Forest Office of France) is involved in environmental 
education. Espace Rambouillet started from the desire of numerous 
population of Paris (about 6 million people) to get out in nature. It is open from 
April 1 to October 30, as it depends very much on the weather. Orleans 
Forest it is less than an hour from Paris, and is one of the tourist attractions of 
the area. Besides timber production Orleans Estates forests have as main 
objective to attract the public and its ecological education. Another ONF unit, 
important in terms of environmental education is the Arboretum national des 
Barres, that contain three collections spread over an area of 35 ha: 
geographic collection; ornamental collection (bizaretum); systematic 
collection. “Arboretum des pres des culands” is a private collection of ilex 
created by a forest engineer in 1987 on an area of 2 ha located on a 
riverbank. Water circuits surround ilex colection and clematite colection and 
aquatic perennials plants are accompanied by botanical trees and shrubs.   
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Following the partnership between Bazos Arboretum, 

Embassy of France and Arboretum National des Barres 

I have visited this arboretum located 100 km south of 

Paris managed by the National Forest Office and two 

private collections. These were designed to attract both 

the French public eager to get in nature for recreation 

and environmental education for young people, to 

encourage a “green” behavior green and becoming 

familiar with the different features of the forest.  

 

Environmental Education and Recreation 
 

 Espace Rambouillet 
 

The idea of creating this space started from 

the desire of numerous population of Paris (about 6 

million people) to get out in nature. In early 1972 when 

supervising this population over large areas it became 

increasingly difficult, do not destroy and do not make 

fire – the fire risk is increasing, it was arranged this 

space of 250 ha forest, were brought the animals from 

the species present in the forest Ramboulliet (deer, 

common deer, fallow deer, wild boar, etc.), about 10 

times more than the optimal density allowed onto the 

surface to be observed by visitors. 

From 1972 until 1994 these animals were left 

at leisure, but because of great damage caused to the 

forest on high densities, has moved to its arranging in 

three areas - one for deer, one for wild boar and one for 

predatory birds - where visitors can see the animals 

from observation posts without coming into contact 

with them. This objective has about 40-45 thousand 

annual visitors, their ratio was 50% students and 50% 

families with children. Also from 1994 is organized 

and a show with predatory birds. 

In every 3-4 years must be brought something 

new for the visitors do not get bored. At the time of our 

visit to this objective was of interest a suspended path 

through the trees called the “Green Odyssey"- a 

different kind of way of looking at the forest - not just 

from the ground. This journey is done under the 

canopy of trees at a height of 8 – 10 m from the ground 

and each of the platforms of this route are given 

information about the forest, on various subjects 

(insects, animals, trees, mushrooms, and so on). These 

platforms are connected by bridges very well secured. 

This trail of Green Odyssey is covered about a third of 

the visitors. It is open from April 1 to October 30, as it 

depends very much on the weather.
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Fig. 1 Green Odyssey (foto Cadar N.) 

 

There is a partnership between Arbofoflia and 

Espace Ramboulliet through which they send each 

other visitors, giving them a discount on tickets visit if 

visiting both goals. Also plants and seedlings sold by 

Arbofolia are exposed to Espace Rambouillet, and 

those who buy these plants have discount tickets for 

sightseeing. 

Orleans Forest it is less than an hour from 

Paris, and is one of the tourist attractions of the area. 

Besides timber production Orleans Estates forests have 

as main objective to attract the public and its ecological 

education. There is a lake with an area of 80 ha where 

you can practice water sports and boat trips, there is 

also a campsite and a bar restaurant. 

Also here was built a thematic route that is 

accessible to all audiences, including the blind, 

disabled, people with mental disabilities to enjoy its 

beauty and forest. The thematic route has a length of 

600 m, all arrangement are made of treated wood class 

4. 

The objectives of this trail are discovering 

nature, encouraging environmental behavior and 

protector of forests and public familiarization with 

various features of the forest and the trees:

  

 

 
Fig. 2  Determining the age of trees (foto Cadar N.) 
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Fig. 3    Calculating height of trees (foto Cadar N.) 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 4 Recognition by the bark and wood of different species (foto Cadar N.) 
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Fig. 5- Wood resonance (foto Cadar N.) 

 

Forest art is a pathway with sculptures of tree 

trunks, each sculpture representing a certain theme. 

The trail continues up in the Orleans Forest, and where 

you can see the panorama of Orleans Forest. At each 

level of the observer there are information boards with 

various topics about the forest. 

 

 

Arboretum 
 

Arbofolia-Arboretum National des Barres 
 

1821:  Philippe-André de Vilmorin acquires the des 

Barres (283 ha) and introduces the first plantations of 

conifers and hardwoods for experimental; 

 

1862:  After the death of Philippe-André de Vilmorin 

in 1866 his widow sold 67 ha in area to the French 

State; 

 

1873   State sets up a central nursery garden and 

primary school for the training of "gatekeepers" of the 

forest; 

 

1884: Creating a forestry high school for training of 

forest engineers => Forest School des Barres. 

The first two directors of Forest School (GOUET 

Constant and Leon PARDE) created two large 

botanical collections, which currently include all 

geographical collections; 

 

1894: Maurice de Vilmorin creates a collection of 

shrubs "Fruticetum Vilmorinianum" and builds new 

Vilmorin family castle; 

 

 1921-1936: gradually the whole area was sold to the 

French government; 

 

1965: Forest School des Barres becomes ENITEF 

(National School of Engineering of the Public Works 

Water and Forests); 

 

1985: A ministerial decree sets today titled "National 

Arboretum des Barres" and Arboretum is open to the 

public during the period 15th March to 30th October; 

2009: The arboretum management and organization 

entrusted by ministerial decision to the  National 

Forestry Office (ONF). 

The main objectives of the National Forest 

Office in this arboretum are:  

=> The management of the science collection and 

renewal of collections for managing the production of 

vegetal material;  

=> Travel and educational mission of environmental 

education of young people, individuals and groups, the 

implementation of seasonal events, themed events, etc. 

 

2009: The site is partially renamed Arbofolia. 

Arbofolia-Arboretum National des Barres includes:  

 

Three collections spread over an area of 35 

ha: 

- Geographic collection;  

- Ornamental collection (bizaretum);  

- Systematic collection;  

 

With a total of 8400 trees and shrubs of 2555 

Arbofolia species is the richest collection in France:  

=> 109 species of oak (Quercus)  

=> 85 species of maple (Acer)  

=> 57 species of spruce (Picea)  

=> 54 species of pine (Pinus)  

=> 44 species of fir (Abies)  

=> 92 species of hawthorn (Crataegus) 
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35.9% have Asian origin, 23.4% Native 

American, 18.1% European origin, 0.7% African root, 

0.1% originating from Oceania and 21.8% are 

indeterminate (hybrid sp., etc. ...) 

The staff structure of this arboretum consists 

of 10 posts are as follows:  

- Sales and marketing services - 2 posts  

- Communication and animation service – 1 for 

responsibility and 1 post for seasonal animation  

- Nurseries garden - 1 technician and 2 workers  

- Collection - 1 technician and 2 workers. 

The Arboretum is open daily during school 

holidays, from Friday to Monday except holidays. In 

2011 they had a total of 11,700 visitors of which 27% 

groups and 19% students interested in environmental 

education and they are accompanied by environmental 

educators and entertainers. A visit ticket to the 

arboretum costs 7 € for adults and for children and 

groups with discounts. In 2011 Arboretum had a 

turnover of 116000 EUR. 

Also here are produced annually for sale 30-

40 thousand plants and trees of about 500 species for 

sale, varying in height from 10cm up to 2.5 m 

  

Collection of ilex 
 

“Arboretum des pres des culands” is a private 

collection of ilex created by a forest engineer in 1987 

on an area of 2 ha located on a riverbank.  

Water circuits surround ilex colection and 

clematite colection and aquatic perennials plants are 

accompanied by botanical trees and shrubs. 

 

Conclusions 
 

These recreational and environmental 

education places would be of greater interest for the 

visitors and people from the west of Romania. 

By planning these educational objectives 

listed above and through partnerships between 

specialized units, including - Bazos Arboretum, 

Botanical Garden, Zoological Park, Village Museum, 

the two forest departaments from Timisoara, School 

Inspectorate, NGOs, etc. The young generation should 

acquire a greater sensitivity towards nature, towards 

the forest. 

So, the tours can be organized for children 

from various kindergartens and schools from 

Timisoara. Accompanied by teachers, they can 

participate in exposure on environmental issues, the 

aim being to enrich the knowledges of childrens in 

terms of trees species, practicing and enriching 

vocabulary with words that refer to plants and trees, 

knowledgement of the practical actions of forestry 

workers, knowledgement and application of rules to 

protect his own life and the environment. 
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